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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
"The Right to Information, The Right to Live" 
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Satyanarayan Gangaram Pitroda 
Invent a New India Using Knowledge 
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Bhartrhari — Nitisatakam 
"Knowledge is such a treasure which cannot be stolen" 
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( Reaffirmed 2000 ) 

Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR 
LENS APERTURE MARKINGS, STILL CAMERAS 



1- Scope — Specifies lens aperture markings for all types of lenses used in still cameras. 

2. Symbol for Relative Aperture — The symbol for relative aperture of a lens shall be 1 : followed 
by the numerical value of the quotient of the focal length divided by the diameter of the effective 
aperture, as in the example 1 : 8. 

Where preferable, the symbol f/ or the symbol f:, followed by the numerical value may be used. 

3. Tolerance on Maximum Aperture — The diameter of the bundle of parallel entering rays which 
pass through the maximum aperture shall be at least 95 percent of the quotient obtained on dividing 
the measured focal length by the denominator of the marked relative aperture. 

4. Standard Series of Diaphragm Markings — The standard series of diaphragm markings shall 
be as follows: 

07, 1-0, V4, 2*0, 2*8, 4*0, 56, 8, 11, 16, 22, 32, 45, 64, 90 and 128. 

5. Marking of Maximum Relative Aperture — The maximum relative aperture marked on a lens 
need not be selected from the above series, but shall be followed by numbers selected from the 
series, beginning with the next larger number, whenever practicable, and progressing as far as 
required in the individual application. 

Example: 

A 1 : 1*9 lens might be marked 1'9, 2*8, 4, 5'6, 8, etc, if it were believed that to mark it 1'9, 
2*0, 2'8, 4'0, 5'6, etc, would confuse the markings at the 1'9-end of the scale. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This standard is based on ISO 517-1973' Photography —Still Cameras — Lens aperture 
markings \ issued by the International Organization for Standardization. 
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